ASM TUITION ACADEMY
ACT 4 (ROMEO AND JULIET)

Act 4 of Romeo and Juliet is crucial in advancing the tragic arc of the play. It is here that the
plan to reunite the doomed lovers begins to unravel, leading directly to the catastrophic
conclusion. The act focuses on the desperate measures Juliet takes to avoid marrying Paris,
and it also delves deeper into themes of fate, deception, and the conflict between individual
desires and societal expectations.

Scene 1: Friar Laurence’s Plan

Act 4 begings with a tense meeting between Paris and Friar Laurence at the Friar's cell. Paris,
unaware©f/Juliet’s marriage to Romeo, is making arrangements for his imminent wedding to
Juliet. His/interaetion with the Friar shows that he views the marriage as an act of duty and
affection. Paris’swords, “Immoderately she weeps for Tybalt’s death, / And therefore have I
little talked of love’(Act 4, Scene 1, Lines 6-7), indicate his perception of Juliet’s grief, yet
his understanding is superficial and dismissive of her true feelings.

Juliet arrives, and her conversation with Paris is filled with double meanings. She speaks to
him with deceptive language, tising words that convey her despair without revealing her
secret marriage to Romeo. When-Paris-leaves, Juliet turns to Friar Laurence for help. She
expresses her willingness to die rather than marry Paris, saying, “If in thy wisdom thou canst
give no help, / Do thou but call my resolution wise / And with this knife I’ll help it presently”
(Act 4, Scene 1, Lines 52-54). This moment demonstrates Juliet's determination and courage,
but also her desperation.

Friar Laurence devises a risky plan to reunite Juliet with'Romeo. He gives her a potion that
will make her appear dead for 42 hours, during which time she will be placed in the Capulet
tomb. Romeo, informed by a letter, will return to Verona and'take her away when she
awakens. The friar’s plan is fraught with peril, relying heavily on‘precise timing and
communication—elements that ultimately fail, leading to the tragi€¢ conelusion.

Scene 2: The Capulet Household Prepares for the Wedding

In Scene 2, the Capulet household is abuzz with preparations for Juliet’s wedding to Paris.
Capulet, pleased with what he believes is Juliet’s obedience, expresses his joy: “My heart is
wondrous light, / Since this same wayward girl is so reclaimed” (Act 4, Scene 2, Lines 46-
47). This line reveals Capulet's relief at what he perceives as his daughter’s submission,
showing his desire to control Juliet’s future and maintain the family's honour.

Juliet returns home and pretends to consent to the marriage. Her act of deception is crucial to
the plan's success. Her father, unaware of her true intentions, is so pleased by her apparent
compliance that he decides to move the wedding forward a day, from Thursday to
Wednesday. This schedule change, meant to speed up the marriage, inadvertently accelerates
the timeline for the tragic events to follow.



Scene 3: Juliet’s Soliloquy and the Drinking of the Potion

Scene 3 takes place in Juliet’s bedroom. Here, she prepares to drink the Friar’s potion, but not
before experiencing a moment of intense fear and doubt. Her soliloquy reveals her anxiety
about the plan and her fear of the unknown. She wonders if the potion might actually be
poison or if she might awaken too early and be trapped in the tomb with the corpses of her
ancestors. Her vivid imagination conjures terrifying images of death and madness: “Shall I
not, then, be stifled in the vault, / To whose foul mouth no health some air breathes in, / And
there die strangled ere my Romeo comes?” (Act 4, Scene 3, Lines 33-35).

Despite her fears, Juliet’s love for Romeo and her determination to avoid marrying Paris
gives her the strength to drink the potion. Her final words before taking it, “Romeo, Romeo,
Romeo! Here’s a drink—I drink to thee” (Act 4, Scene 3, Line 58), underscore her devotion
to Romeo and her willingness to risk everything for their love.

Scene 4: ' The Wedding Preparations Continue

Scene 4 presents 4 stark contrast to the previous scene as it depicts the bustling, cheerful
preparations fot Juli€t’s wedding. The Capulet household is filled with servants and
musicians, creating’an atmosphere of anticipation and excitement. This scene serves as a
dramatic irony, as the audience knows that Juliet lies in her chamber, apparently dead, while
her family prepares for a wedding that will never take place. Capulet’s line, “Make haste,
make haste!” (Act 4, Scene 4,/.Linc+1 k), emphasizes the rush and urgency, unaware of the
impending tragedy.

Scene 5: The Discovery of Juliet’s ‘Death’

The final scene of Act 4 begins with the Nurse discevering Juliet’s lifeless body. Her initial
joy in waking Juliet for her wedding day turns to horroras she realizes Juliet is unresponsive.
The scene quickly descends into chaos as the Nurse, Lady.Capulet, and Lord Capulet react
with grief and disbelief. Capulet’s exclamation, “Death lies on her like an untimely frost /
Upon the sweetest flower of all the field” (Act 4, Scene 5, Lines 28-29), is both poignant and
ironic, as it reflects his genuine sorrow while also foreshadowing'thé-true tragedy yet to
come.

Friar Laurence arrives and attempts to manage the situation, encouraging the family to bring
Juliet’s body to the church for her funeral. His words, “The heavens do lour upon you for
some ill; / Move them no more by crossing their high will” (Act 4, Scene 5, Lines 94-95),
subtly hint at the idea of fate and divine retribution, which are central themes in the play.
Despite his efforts to calm the situation, the friar’s plan is now dangerously close to
collapsing.

The scene ends with a morbid contrast between the mourning of Juliet and the incongruous
entrance of Peter and the musicians, who provide a brief but darkly comic interlude. This
juxtaposition highlights the absurdity and unpredictability of life, further emphasizing the
tragic inevitability of the play's conclusion.

Conclusion




Act 4 of Romeo and Juliet is a crucial build-up to the tragic resolution of the play. Each scene
adds layers of tension, irony, and foreboding, as the characters move inexorably towards their
fate. Juliet’s desperation, the friar’s flawed plan, and the Capulets’ ignorance all contribute to
the tragic outcome. The act masterfully combines moments of intense drama with subtle
irony, setting the stage for the heartbreaking events of Act 5.



