ASM TUITION ACADEMY
ANIMAL FARM THEMES

1-CORRUPTION OF POWER:

One of the central themes of "Animal Farm" is the corrupting influence of power. The pigs,
who initially advocate for equality and the abolition of human exploitation, gradually become
as oppressive as their human predecessors once they seize control. This illustrates how
power can corrupt individuals and institutions, leading to tyranny and injustice.

The theme of the corruption of power is evident throughout "Animal Farm,"
with several quotes illustrating this theme:

1.

Napoleon's Rise to Power: Napoleon, the main antagonist of the
novel, gradually consolidates his power and becomes increasingly
authoritarian. @ne notable quote that exempilifies this is when
Napoleon assumes control over the farm's milk supply, a luxury
previously shared by/all the animals:

"Never mind the milk/comrades!" cried Napoleon, placing himself in
front of the buckets. "Thatwill be attended to. The harvest is more
important. Comrade Snowball willllead the way. | shall follow in a few
minutes. Forward, comrades! The hay, is waiting."

Here, Napoleon's assertion of authority over the milk, which he claims
will be "attended to," foreshadows his laterappropriation of
privileges for himself while the other animal’s.tail.

Manipulation of Commandments: The pigs*“manipulation of the
Seven Commandments, which originally espoused principles of
equality and cooperation, highlights their corruption of power. As the
pigs become more entrenched in their rule, they alter the
commandments to justify their actions. One significant example is the
revision of the commandment "All animals are equal” to "All animals
are equal, but some animals are more equal than others." This
distortion reflects the pigs' hypocrisy and their exploitation of
language to maintain their privileged position.

. Squealer's Propaganda: Squealer, the pigs' propaganda minister,

plays a pivotal role in justifying the pigs' actions and suppressing
dissent among the other animals. He manipulates language and



twists the truth to serve the pigs' interests. One instance of this
occurs when he explains away the pigs' decision to hoard the apples:
"Comrades!" he cried. "You do not imagine, | hope, that we pigs are
doing this in a spirit of selfishness and privilege? Many of us dislike
milk and apples. | dislike them myself. Our sole object in taking these
things is to preserve our health. Milk and apples (this has been
proved by Science, comrades) contain substances absolutely
necessary to the well-being of a pig.”

Squealer's justification portrays the pigs as selfless and benevolent,
masking their true motives of greed and entitlement.

These quotes from "Animal Farm" vividly depict the corruption of power as
the pigs.exploit their authority for personal gain, manipulate language to
maintain control, and justify their actions through propaganda. Through
these examplesOrwell illuminates the insidious nature of power and its
potential to corrupt even those who initially seek to challenge injustice.

2-THE SOCIETAL TENDENCY TOWARD CLASS
STRATIFICATION

The exploration of societal tendencies.toward, class stratification in George Orwell's
"Animal Farm" delves deep into the realm of/political allegory and social
commentary. Orwell ingeniously employs theimedium of allegorical storytelling,
utilizing a farm setting inhabited by anthropomarphic.animals to parallel the events
leading up to and following the Russian Revolution'of 1917 and the subsequent rise
of Stalinism.

In "Animal Farm," the initial uprising against the oppressive human farmer, Mr. Jones,
symbolizes the overthrow of the ruling class in Russia by the proletariat. The animals,
under the leadership of the pigs, particularly Napoleon and Snowball, establish a
system of governance based on equality and mutual cooperation, encapsulated in
the Seven Commandments of Animalism. These commandments, initially conceived
as the embodiment of egalitarian principles, serve as a manifesto promising a society
devoid of class distinctions and hierarchical oppression.

However, as the narrative unfolds, Orwell astutely portrays the gradual erosion of
these egalitarian ideals, as the pigs, representing the ruling elite, consolidate power
and establish themselves as a privileged class. This transformation is exemplified by
the pigs' gradual deviation from the original commandments, such as the alteration
of the commandment "All animals are equal” to "All animals are equal, but some



animals are more equal than others." This revision symbolizes the emergence of a
new ruling class, exploiting and subjugating the other animals for their own benefit.

Moreover, Orwell meticulously depicts the mechanisms through which this
stratification occurs, highlighting the role of propaganda, manipulation, and coercion
in maintaining the pigs' dominance. Squealer, the eloquent and persuasive
propagandist, skilfully distorts reality and manipulates the animals' perception,
justifying the pigs' privileges and quelling dissent through fear and misinformation.
The use of fear tactics, exemplified by the brutal purges orchestrated by Napoleon's
secret police force of dogs, mirrors the oppressive tactics employed by totalitarian
regimes to suppress opposition and perpetuate their rule.

Through the lens of "Animal Farm," Orwell offers a scathing critique of the inherent
flaws within revolutionary movements and the corrupting influence of power. The
novel servesiasia poignant reminder of the dangers of unchecked authority and the
insidious nature/of class stratification, which, even in ostensibly egalitarian societies,
can lead to oppression and exploitation.

In essence, "Animal Farm" serves as a cautionary tale, illustrating how noble
aspirations for equality and justice can be subverted by the allure of power and the
innate human tendency towatd hierarchical dominance. Orwell's masterful narrative
sheds light on the universal dynamigs of class struggle and the perpetual struggle for
freedom and equality in the face of oppressive systems of governance. Thus, "Animal
Farm" stands as a timeless testament to the“enduring relevance of its socio-political
commentary, resonating with readers across generations and serving as a poignant
reminder of the fragility of democratic principles.in‘the face of authoritarian
tendencies.

3-THE DANGER OF A NAIVE WORKING CLASS

The theme of the danger of a naive working class is profoundly explored in George
Orwell's "Animal Farm," where the animals, representing the werking class, initially
overthrow their human oppressors in a bid for freedom and equality. However, their
lack of political awareness and susceptibility to manipulation ultimately leads to their
exploitation and subjugation by the ruling elite, symbolized by the pigs.

At the outset of the novel, the animals' rebellion against Mr. Jones is fuelled by their
desire for autonomy and fair treatment. Led by the pigs, particularly Snowball and
Napoleon, they envision a society where all animals are equal and work together for
the common good. This initial euphoria and optimism among the working-class
animals reflect their genuine yearning for liberation from oppression.

However, their naiveté becomes apparent as the pigs gradually assert their
dominance and establish themselves as the new ruling class. The pigs exploit the



animals' lack of education and critical thinking skills to manipulate them into
submission. Through propaganda, deception, and fear tactics, the pigs sow discord
among the animals, ensuring their supremacy.

The character of Squealer, the persuasive propagandist pig, exemplifies the
manipulation of the working class through misinformation and rhetoric. He distorts
the truth, revises history, and justifies the pigs' increasingly oppressive actions, all to
maintain the illusion of equality while consolidating power for the ruling elite. The
working-class animals, lacking the ability to critically evaluate information, succumb
to Squealer's deceit, allowing the pigs to enact policies that benefit themselves at the
expense of the rest of the farm.

Moreover, the working class's complacency and reluctance to question authority
enable thé pigs to perpetuate their rule. Despite witnessing the erosion of their rights
and freedoms, many animals remain passive and resigned to their fate, highlighting
the danger'of apathy and acquiescence in the face of tyranny.

The overarching messagesconveyed through the theme of the naive working class in
"Animal Farm" is a warning against blind trust in leadership and the importance of
vigilance and scepticismin safeguarding democracy and equality. Orwell underscores
the necessity of an informed and‘politically engaged populace capable of holding
those in power accountable. Thehoyel serves as a cautionary tale, illustrating how
the failure to recognise and challenge authoritarian tendencies can result in the
erosion of freedom and the consolidation.ef power in the hands of a privileged few.

Ultimately, "Animal Farm" serves as a poignant-reminder of the inherent vulnerability
of the working class to manipulation and exploitation in/the absence of political
awareness and collective action. Through its depiction’ofithe dangers of naiveté and
complacency, Orwell's novel urges readers to remain vigitant guardians of their
liberties and to question authority in the pursuit of a truly just and equitable society.

4-THE ABUSE OF A LANGUAGE

The theme of the abuse of language as instrumental to the abuse of power in George Orwell's
"Animal Farm" is a profound exploration of how manipulation and distortion of language serve as
potent tools for maintaining control and perpetuating tyranny within a society. Orwell, through
his allegorical depiction of a farmyard revolution, masterfully illustrates how those in positions of
authority exploit language to deceive, manipulate, and subjugate the masses.

At the heart of this theme lies the character of Squealer, the propagandist pig who skilfully
employs rhetoric to justify the pigs' increasingly authoritarian rule. Squealer serves as a
mouthpiece for the ruling elite, utilizing language as a means of psychological manipulation to
sway the opinions of the other animals and maintain their unquestioning obedience. Through his
persuasive speeches and cunningly crafted arguments, Squealer distorts reality, reinterprets
history, and twists the truth to suit the pigs' agenda.



One of the most striking examples of this abuse of language is the manipulation of the Seven
Commandments of Animalism. Initially established as the guiding principles of the animals'
rebellion against human oppression, these commandments undergo gradual revisions that reflect
the pigs' consolidation of power and abandonment of their revolutionary ideals. The most
egregious alteration occurs when the commandment "All animals are equal” is subtly amended
to "All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others." This paradoxical
statement epitomizes the perversion of language to justify inequality and privilege, highlighting
the hypocrisy and corruption inherent in the pigs' rule.

Moreover, Orwell underscores the power of language to shape perception and control thought
through the concept of Newspeak, a fictional language employed by totalitarian regimes in his
novel "1984." While not explicitly featured in "Animal Farm," the principles of Newspeak resonate
throughout the narrative, emphasizing the importance of controlling language to manipulate
reality and suppress dissent. By limiting the vocabulary and manipulating the meaning of words,
those in power can effectively control the thoughts and behaviours of the populace, ensuring
their unquestioning obedience and perpetuating their dominance.

Through the pertrayal of language as a tool of oppression and manipulation, Orwell offers a
chilling commentary“on the insidious nature of authoritarianism and the dangers of linguistic
manipulation in stifling dissent and perpetuating injustice. The abuse of language in "Animal
Farm" serves as a stark warning against the complacency of the masses and the ease with which
truth can be obscured and reality.distorted in the service of power. In essence, Orwell's
exploration of this theme underscores, the timeless significance of vigilance in safeguarding the
integrity of language and the importanee, of critical thinking in resisting tyranny and upholding
democratic principles.

5-THE EXPLOITATION OF ANIMALS

The theme of the exploitation of animals by humans in George Orwell's "Animal Farm" serves as a
foundational element of the narrative, providing the backdrop against which the animals'
rebellion and subsequent struggle for autonomy unfold. Orwelldeftly explores the dynamics of
exploitation, oppression, and resistance, shedding light on the inherent injustices perpetrated by
humans upon their animal counterparts.

From the outset of the novel, Mr. Jones, the human owner of Manor Farm; symbolizes the
oppressive forces of human exploitation and tyranny. Under his negligent and exploitative
stewardship, the animals endure lives of deprivation, toil, and suffering, subjected to the whims
and abuses of their human masters. Mr. Jones represents the archetype of the exploitative
landowner, who views the animals solely as a means to his own ends, extracting labour and
resources from them without regard for their well-being or autonomy.

Orwell portrays the animals' rebellion against human exploitation as a righteous struggle for
liberation and self-determination. Inspired by the principles of Animalism, the animals overthrow
their human oppressors and establish a society governed by their own rules and ideals. However,
Orwell subverts conventional notions of liberation by illustrating how the animals' newfound
autonomy becomes tainted by the same dynamics of exploitation and oppression that they
sought to escape.



As the pigs, led by Napoleon and Snowball, assume leadership roles within the newly formed
Animal Farm, they gradually replicate the hierarchical structures and injustices of human society.
Despite the initial egalitarian principles espoused by Animalism, the pigs assert their dominance
over the other animals, exploiting them for their labour, manipulating them through propaganda,
and consolidating power for their own benefit. The exploitation of animals by humans thus gives
way to the exploitation of animals by their own kind, underscoring the cyclical nature of
oppression and the corrupting influence of power.

Moreover, Orwell highlights the parallels between human exploitation of animals and the broader
themes of social and economic injustice. The animals' labour is exploited for the benefit of the
ruling elite, mirroring the exploitation of labour under capitalist systems. Additionally, the pigs'
manipulation of language and propaganda echoes the tactics employed by authoritarian regimes
to justify and perpetuate their rule, drawing attention to the insidious nature of power and
control.

Through+the theme of the exploitation of animals by humans, Orwell invites readers to confront
the systemic injustices embedded within human-animal relationships and to reflect on the
parallels betweenanimal oppression and human exploitation. By interrogating the dynamics of
power, resistance,and complicity, Orwell challenges readers to consider the ethical implications
of exploitation and to strive for a more just and equitable society, both for humans and animals
alike.

EXAM-STYLE MIXED QUESTIONS BASED ON
ANIMAL FARM

Question:

In Animal Farm, George Orwell uses the rise and fall of the farm's leadership to critique
various political ideologies. Discuss how Orwell's portrayal of leadership reflects the theme
of corruption of power in the novel. In your answer, analyse the development of Napoleon's
character and the changes in the governance of the farm from the beginning to the end of the
novel. Consider how Orwell uses symbols, language, and events to illustrate the impact of
absolute power on both leaders and followers.

Guidance:

e Begin by outlining the theme of corruption of power and its relevance to political
ideologies.

e Analyse Napoleon’s rise to power and how his leadership contrasts with the ideals of
Animalism initially espoused by Old Major and the pigs.

o Examine key events that illustrate Napoleon’s increasing authoritarianism and the
manipulation of the other animals.



e Discuss the use of symbolism (e.g., the windmill, the pigs' gradual resemblance to
humans) and language (e.g., the alteration of the Seven Commandments) to
underscore the theme.

e Reflect on how the farm’s eventual state mirrors the corruption and betrayal of the
original revolutionary ideals.

Question:

In Animal Farm, George Orwell explores themes of power, corruption, and propaganda
through the characters and their interactions. Analyze the character of Squealer and his role
in the manipulation of information on the farm. How does Orwell use Squealer to develop the
theme of propaganda, and what impact does Squealer’s manipulation have on the farm’s
society?

Guidance:

1. Character Analysis:
o, Describe Squealer's role on the farm and his primary functions in the context
of thepigs’ leadership.
o Analyse hisirhetorical skills and how he uses language to persuade and control
the other animals.
2. Propaganda Techniques:
o Identify and discuss.specific propaganda techniques used by Squealer (e.g.,
altering the truthj spréading misinformation, using fear).
o Explain how these te¢hniques are employed to maintain control and suppress
dissent.
3. Impact on Society:
o Assess how Squealer’s manipulation affects the perception of reality among
the animals.
o Discuss the consequences of Squealér’s-propaganda on the farm’s societal
structure and the animals’ understanding of their own oppression.
4. Thematic Development:
o Connect Squealer’s actions to the broader themes efpower and corruption in
the novel.
o Explore how Orwell uses Squealer to comment on the nature of propaganda
and its role in authoritarian regimes.

Question:

In Animal Farm, George Orwell presents a range of characters that embody different aspects
of society and politics. Compare and contrast the characters of Napoleon and Snowball,
focusing on their leadership styles, goals, and the impact they have on the farm. How do
these characters represent different responses to power and ideology, and what does their
relationship reveal about the nature of political conflict and corruption?

Guidance:

1. Leadership Styles:



o

Compare Napoleon’s and Snowball’s approaches to leadership and
governance. Consider their strategies, methods, and how they address
challenges on the farm.

Analyse their differing visions for the farm and how these visions reflect their
political ideologies.

2. Goals and Motivations:

o

o

Discuss the objectives of Napoleon and Snowball and how these objectives
evolve over the course of the novel.

Examine their personal motivations and how these influence their actions and
decisions.

3. Impact on the Farm:

o

Evaluate the effects of Napoleon’s and Snowball’s leadership on the farm’s
society, including changes in the animals’ lives and the farm’s overall
condition.

Explore how their leadership styles contribute to the novel’s themes of power,
corruption, and betrayal.

4. Political\Conflict and Corruption:

@]

Analyse the relationship between Napoleon and Snowball as a reflection of
political conflict. Discuss how their rivalry demonstrates broader themes of
ideological'struggle and corruption.

Consider how Orwell uses their characters to critique the nature of political
power and the dynamics of revolutionary movements.



